MONDAY, AUGUST 5,

1912,

Leading Articles :

The Turkish Govermment and the
Committee .o

_The Latest Phase of the Monroe
Doctrine .. .o
“ English Stupidity ” s

Special Articles :

Agriculture : Bovine Tuberculosis
Military Awviation : The Tests on
Salisbury Plain =~ w s

Correspondence :

The New Land Policy (Lord Ribbles-
dale) .o
Unionist Land
Collings) -
Backstairs Investigations
of Montrose) .. . .o .o
Lord R. Cecil and Mr. N. Primrose
(Mr. Neil Primrose).. . .o
Transport Workers’ Distress (Mayor
oi Poplar, Mr. Sydney Buxton, and
others) . .o .
Trumpery Libel Actions .o
The Sugar Convention (Lord Denbigh
Britain and the Olympic Games ..
Mr. McKenna and Mr. Hall (Mr. F.
Hall, M.P.) ..
Ulster and Home Rule.. .o
Oxford University Finance (President
of Trinity) .. .o .o .
The Children’s Country Holiday Fund
(Bishop of L.ondon) ..

e v

SUBJECT INDEX.

The Court and Personal News ..
The King and Queen at Cowes . .
Weddings : Lord Anglesey and Lady Marjorie

Manners .o - .o .o .o
The Hon. A. Cadogan and Lady 'T. Acheson
To-day’s Arrangements .
Obituary : rd Waterpark ;
woodo .o .

Wills Proved .o

The Empire and Foreign Affairs
The New Capital of India

- * e

-

&= -

POHGJ; (Mr. Jesse

’ (Duke

- =3 =3 QO

- - »a . e

a0 OO

S
¥ B

o 0

6
9
. .o e 9

Miss Spottis-

L L

9
-a 9

5 &6
8

- B

3 & n » * B

- 8 - 48 e

General Home News

Political Notes : Ministerial Changes
Mr. Lloyd George on the Doctors’ Fears ..
Distress in the Dock .Area : Their Majesties’
Gifts .. “» .o - .“e
The Union Jack Under Home Rule ..
Taxation of Land Values ..
. The Situation in Belfast
The Eight Hour Day ... .. .e
Alleged Marriage in a Dwelling-house
The Manchester By-Election. .
East Carmarthenshire.Election

Parliamentary Notices
YFrom The Tiymes of 1812 .o

Religion, Education, Charity, Health :
Ecclesiastical Intelligenco

Naval and Military ..
. Royal Military Academy -
Territorials on Salisbury Plain .o
Shooting Accident atthe Boys’ Bisley
Military Aeroplanc Tests

- A

o0 N

* =
L

» & 2 B

L]
- L "

-» 5

* B L

- 9 r e

&0 oo oo 0D

& & L b

*w - 9 - 9

- . =ik
- -

= vl

LR | L - &

Law o
Police Courts ..
Axt Student’s Suicide... .o .o .o
Ioliday Accidents: Many Boy Scouts

Drowned ; Four Lives Lost near Brighton

Science, Art, Music, and Drama :
Stratford Summer Festival ..

N - o =S > &

* - . » " ¥ -

D N Ot R e

w]

+0 - & &

9

Sport .o 10 & 11
Agriculture and Country Life

Agriculture : Bovine Tuberculosis
African Buffaloes

The Flowers at Hampton Court

Shipping, Weather, and Mails
Mail and Shipping Intelligence .e .o

Steamer Turns Turtle : Three Men Drowned
Weather Reports ,e

Finance and Commerce

Auction Summary ..
Properties in the Market

> a & it

sl ullh wilh i)

i L I

==l S S

i i -

11

8
11

2 &3
1k
11

L R

o B = &

& il aB .y

- 9 8 N

- 4

TO-DAY’S NEWS.

The King and Queen.
The Queen, with the
Princess Mary,
Saturday and joined the
vacht, which afterwards crossed to Cowes.
Yesterday their Majesties visited the Con-

valescont Home for Officers and the Royal
Naval College at Osborne. (p. 6)

Ministerial Changes.

Our Parliamentary Correspondent says there
1s Teason to believe that some changes in the
Ministry are pending, involving, according to
rumour, & by-election in Scotland. (p. 6)
Taxation of Land Values.

The evidence given before the Departmental
Committes on Local Taxation has
1Issued, and in view of the
being made by the Liberal Party
land policy is specially interesting.
some extracts. (p. 8)

The Situation in Belfast,

No disturbances occurred
Saturday.

to frame a
We publish

In Belfast on

The continued presence of the| Foo

| (p. 5)

Obituary.

Wé announce to-day the death of Henry
Anson Cavendish, fourth Lord Waterpark,
who was born in 1839, and of Miss Augusta
Spottiswoode, last surviving member of the
family of the late Mr. Andrew opottiswoods,
in her 89th year. (p. 9) - *
The City.

Business was very quiet in the Money Market
on Saturday. The tendency was easy for loans,
and the terms for short fixtures were lower.
There were hardly any dealings in bills and
the discount rates declined slightly, as a rule.
A small amount that was due to the Bank
of England was repaid. (p. 2)

New York Stock Exchange.

Business on the New York Stock Exchange
on Saturday was fairly active, and during the
first hour or two the tone was very firm under
the influence of good grain and “cotton crop
prospects. The advance was most marked in
North-Western railroad stocks, Great Northerns
and Northern Pacifics reaching the highest

figures yet recorded, while Atchisons, Louis-

| villes, and Unions were also well supported.

Later realizations caused a sharp reaction, and
the tone at the close was irregular with prices
considerably below the highest points of the
day. The Bank statements showed a Jarge de-
crease in loans and en increase of over a million

dollars in the surplus reserve. (p. 3)
Cricket.
At Lord’s on Saturday Haileybury beat

Cheltenham by 11 runs.—A$ the Oval Surrey
beat Worcestershire by ten wickets.—At Leyton
Kent beat Essex by an innings and 114 runs.—
At Liverpool Lancashire beat the Soutli Africans
by 225 runs.—At Derby the match between
Derbyshire and the Australians was abandoned
owing to rain. At the close of play Derbyshire
were 104 runs behind with five wickets in hand.
—At Southampton Hampshire beat Leicester-
shire by nine wickets.—A$ Taunton Sussex beat
Somerset by 89 runs.—A#t Hull, where play had
been impossible on Thursday and Friday owing
to rain, Yorkshire and' Warwickshire played a
drawn game. Yorkshire led by 29 runs on the
first innings, and Warwickshire made 64 for
three wickets in their second innings, (p. 10)
Weather Forecast.

The forecast for to-day for England, S.E.
(Including London and Channel), s as follows :—
Wind between N.W. and S.W., fresh or strong
to moderate;  changeable, some showers,
fair to bright at times:; moderate or rather
low temperature. The weather is likely to
continue unsettled in all districts. (p. 11)

IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN.

M. Poincaré’s Visit to Russia.

M. Poincaré leaves to-day on board the
cruiser Condé for Kronstadt on his visit to St.
Petersburg and Moscow. He will spend seven

days altogether in Russia and will confer with

| the Russian Ministers on all the important

subjects which now occupy the attention of
European statesmen. (p. 6)

The Turkish Crisis.

After o prolonged sitting the Turkish Senate
yesterday adopted the view of the Government
as to the interprotation of the Constitution, with

the result that the Sultan is empowered to dis-
solve Parliament. According

The Third Party Convention opens to-day
at Chicago. Mr. Roosevelt will be present and
will deliver an address to-morrow. Our
Correspondent states that practically every
Stato of the Union will be represented, and thet
there will be no lack of enthusiasm. (p. )

South African Defence.

General Beyers, who is leaving South Africa,
shortly to attend the autumn manceuvres in
England, says that the Union Defence Act is
a groat factor in drawing closer the two white

»  British and Dutch must unite unless
they wish to have a hell on earth. (p. 5)

The Morocco Pretender and the Sus Tribes.

The Morocco Pretender, Mahomed Hiba,
has obtained the support of practically all the
Sus tribes, though it is doubtful if those tribes-
men are willing to march with him on Marakesh.
Our Tangier Correspondent thinks it probable
that the Ifrench forces will occupy l\lpa,ra.l{esh,
& course which provides the only means of
restoring order among the Southern tribes.

m

The Turkish Government and the
Committee.

Late yesterday evening the Turkish Senate
accepted the views of the Government and an
Iradeh dissolving the Chamber is expected
to-day. This decision should tend to relieve
the internal situation, which had becoms
intolerable. The new Ministry were confronted
by a Chamber elected under their prede-

Prince of Wales ang | ¢¢ssors and packed by them with the nominees
travelled to Portsmouth on|of the Committee

King on the Royal |rather with

of Union and Progress, or
the nominees of the camaridia, who

have long manipulated that organization for
their own ends. The majority of this assembly

'were, indeed, as ready, as all Turkish majorities

have shown themselves to be since the restora-

tion of the Constitution, to accord their votes
to what seems for the moment to bo the stronger
side, and on Tuesdeay last Hirar Pasea obtained
the support of the House for Gmazr MurmTAR’s
Cabinet by 113 to 45. But the extrems sec-
tion of the Committeo had not by any means

just been |2bandoned the contest either in or out of Par-
efforts which are [liament. Their prospects did not look

hopeful,
but they were fighting for their political exist-

ence, and some of them, at all évents, appear

to be resolved to carry the conflict to extremes.
The attack which one of their spokesmen made

the MmISTER of War on Sa.turd&y

soldiers is now farcical, and many people think |72 remarkable rather for itg boldness

that they were summoned for
poses. (p. S)

Holiday Accidents.

Nine members of & party of boy scouts who
were on their way

at Leysdown, Sheppey,
day afternoon owing to the capsizing of their
beat two miles from the shore.—Three young
men who had been in camp at Saltdean, near

Rottingdean, lost their lives in an unsuccessful
attempt to rescue a comrade who had got into
difficulties while bathing. (p. 7)

Distress in the Dock Area.

The King has given £500 and
towards the relief of the distress among the
families of the dockers and others who wero
recently on strike. (p. §)

Military Acroplane Tests.

The milita

were drowned yester-

on Salisbury Plain on Saturday.

mittee of judges announced that the Cody,
the two Blériots, the Hanriot, the Farman
end the Irench Deperdussin

phished the three hours’ duration test.
The Sugar Convention.

The British Chamber of Commerce in Paris
points out that if the Government decide to
withdraw from the Brussels Sugar Convention
the French duty on sugar, and consequently on
sugar goods, will automatically be increased
by If. per 100 kilos. A Greenock deputation
1s tO visit London early this week. (p. 7)

The New Capital of India.

Lord Crewe, speaking at Hampstead on
Saturday, referred to the problems confronting

the architects engaged in planning the new
capital of India at Delhi. (p. 9)

Weddings.
Lord Anglessy and Lady Marjorie Manners

(p. 5)

political pur- {than for its adroitness.

ry aeroplane tests were continued | Party,

had accom. |tion are the meetings of bodies

{

|

!

A long list of
charges was brought against Nazim Pasga

and a motion to interpellate him immediately
was proposed. He replied that he would

in & cutter to a holiday camp | present himself to the Chamber on Thursday,

but this did not satisfy the Opposition, who in
the end carried by a large majority a vote
inviting him to appear before the House to-day.
This, of course, was & formal success fop the
Commiittee, and it seems to have helped to con-
vince the Government that the time for decisive
action has arrived. They issued a SUMImMons

the Queen £100 to the Senate for an extraordinary sitting yester-

day. All the Ministers were in attendances ;
the Senate sat with closed doors, and the
did not rise until half-past 7 in the evening.
Most of the Senators belong to the Committes

but they saw that they had to choose

The com- |between dissolution and civil war.

Not the least ominous symptom in the posi-
of military
officers 1in support of the hostile factions in the
State. On Iriday forty Committee officers
assembled, under the presidency of the late
Grand Master of the Grand Orient of Turkey,* to

| ““ protest against the political activity of the

*“ Military League.” The Military League, on
the other hand, are said to have summoned
a meeting of three hundred officers on the other
side of the Bosporus this mornming. Yet a
third group of officers, who are, of course,
supporters of the Committee, are reported
to have held a meeting at Salonika and to

have demanded the punishment of the muti-

ineers at Djakova and Monastir and the re-

habilitation of the memory of Ham-zp-Diy

were married at St. Peter’s, Eaton-square, on | PEY» the Turkish commander whom the insur-
Saturday, and the Hon. Alexander Cadogan | 8ents -recent.ly h ange-d for a,]leged_ crl_lelty to
and Lady Theodosia Acheson at St, George’s, | Albanian women. It is perhaps as inevitable in

Hanover-square, (pp. 6 and 9) y

'h
'

ithe present condition of Turkey that the Army !

the majority of quiet Ottoman subjects of all
nationalities, and to conduct the foreign policy
of the Empire with the necessary authority and
prestige, the Government must have behind
them the support of the troops. But
military officers

sincere in their desire to confine the Army to its
professional duties, can hardly,

to any Ministry without taking part, and a very
decisive part, in what would be
controversies in ordinary times.
of the evils inseparable from periods of revo-
lution. OQur Constantinople Correspondent
showed in the remarkable article we published

on Saturday how close in many respects is the
resemblance between the

were undoubtedly actuated by

patriotism. They hoped to end an in-
tolerable and degrading despotism,

for all of the troops. The officers,

and again declared, and we are sure honestly
declared, were to withdraw from politics the
moment the new régime was safe. We know
what happened. They mnever did entirely
withdraw. While the best of them returned
to duty, others continued to intrigue under the
banner of the Committes. Then came counter-
organizations, also under military countenance,
and now we have the alarming
rival parties in the State, each supported
and largely influenced, if not controlled, by
soldiers who qualify their military allegiance
by their party obligations.

It is needless to enlarge upon the evils and
the dangers of such a situation. No State
divided against itself can long remain
secure from foreign attack. All honest friends
of Turkey, and of the peace of Europe, which
so largely depends on the tranquillity of Turkey
at home and her strength abroad, must earnestly
hope that this will be the last of the civil
commotions upon the Bosporus, to be deter-
mined in the last resort by the will of the
Army. This time they must hope the officers
will do what they wished to do, but failed to
do, four years ago. If, with the help of Gmaz:
MuxBTAR and his colleagues, a stable Govern-
ment, reasonably acceptable to the Empire as
8 whole be established, they can retire from
active participation in public affairs and devote
themselves wholly to the demands of their
profession. If this object is not attained, and
they continue to interfere in matters which
rightly pertain ‘to the civil administration,
the parallel between 1908 and 1912 will assuredly
be carried further. The Government will sink
once more into & despotism controlled by a
clique, and the Army will advance a step further
on the downward course which ends in military
anerchy. The international situation, it need
hardly be said, is not one with which sagacious
Turks can care to trifle. The relations between
Turkey and her Balkan neighbours are for the
present good and friendly; but our Parlia-
mentary Correspondent referred the other day
to the growing conviction amongst members of
Parhament in this country, that some sort of
definite understanding, or even alliance, has been,
reached between Bulgaria and Servia and Bul-
garia and Greece, and, were the confusion in
Turkey to be prolonged and to be increased ,
alliances of the kind might in certain con-
tingencies become a serious matter for her. The

war with ltaly drags on, and will doubtless form
one of the subjects of discussion between the

Ministers of the Tsar and M. Porxcarf when
they meet within the next few days. We can
only hope that the Surran’s new advisers
will be able to discover some terms of
acceptable to Italy and compatible, in the Graxp
VIZIER'S recentphrase, *“ with the rights, hono ur,
“and dignity of Turkey.”

“h

The Latest Phase of the Monroe
Doctrine.

The United States Senate has adopted
SENATOR LODGE'S resolution with respect

to foreign corporations acquiring control over
harbours or places on the American con-

tinent which might serve as military or naval

bases. The Foreign Relations Committes re- seems to a Fre

ported to the Sensate that the rumours preva-
lent last spring as to Japan being behind op
connected with the purchasers of land around
Magdalena Bay were unfounded, But they
thought the time propitious for informing the
world that the TUnited States Government
“could not see without grave concern the
“ possession of such harbour or other

“such relation to another Government
** American as to give that Government practical
“power of control for national purposes™

?

and the Senate has unanimously so resolved. will arrive at

Whether this is to be described as an extensijon
of the Monroe doctrine, or as an applicatio
of the wider principle that each State ma
take what measures it deems essential for jts
safety, 1s a question of words.

1he new policy is not wunexpected.
Thwmes that with the construction of the
Panams Canal there was likely to be g re-
consideration and extension of the Monroe
doctrine. ADMIRAL MAHBAN has indicated the
strong objections to any Power
base within striking distance of the Isthmus
and in commenting upon Mr. X~ox’s j ourney
to Panama last February and the closer rela-
tions which must be formed between the
United States and Central America, our Wash-

Y | ington Correspondent remarked, “ It is obvious,

“ even apart from the Canal, Central America,
“ and possibly Mexico, must now be the primary
““ concern of those who are called upon to inter-
“pret and enforce the policy formulated by
" President Monroe.” In fact, each genera-
tion has its own version of that doctrine. Presi-
DENT MoxroE would marvel much at the
sgveral transformations which it has under-

gone smce he enunciated it. Origin-
ally 1t was the expression of appre-
hensions which were natural to those

who watched the designs of the Holy Alliance,
and who might well think that Republican
mstitutions were in danger. It was the con-
tinuation and expansion of a prineiple which
was early recognized, and which is to be found
in Washington’s farewell Message.

State was to keep clear of entanglin
Its safety lay in aloofness. In
PreEsiDENT MONROE first in  clear
enunciated this doctrine, it was not unreason-
able to take precautions against possible inter-
vention by European Powers.

the | these were not to extend the political
, however patriotic, and however | of the 0ld World to the

revolution of 1908 | foreign policy,
and the movement now in progress. That revo- | enunciated by
lution was in large measure the work of the!his alljes
Army. Without the aid of the officers it could Many
neveir have been accomplished. Many of its| wisdo
military leaders, as well as of its civilian leaders, | at

the purest | European

and tolus with the creation of
substitute for it a liberal and enlightened | luence within

Constitutional system, by the intervention once | for

having a|with it and that that best

fesses allegiance to reason and tries to prove
hig allegiance by reasoning badly, the foreigner
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' should take part in politics os it was in certain [ it a new ¢
stages of the French Revolution. In order to and, gen
restore order, to get the established institutions | There
to work In a manner fairly acceptable to|with precision.

has been

Often it is expresded in terms
SO vague as to be synonymous with the right
of the State to take all needful measures for
its safety. Hitherto, however, it has been
assumed that the doctrine concerned States :

systerms
new ; the New World
was not to be considered as a proper sphere for

in the.present | colonization by any European Power. Now
unhappy plight of the country, give that support | cornes what

mey seem not <77y a mnotable
extension of the doctrine, but a new departure.

purely party | Foreign corporations, or associations in which
That 1s one | forej

gn Governments have a large interest, are
at certam points to be warned off.

English statesmen have never been critical
as to the evolution of the Monroe doctrine.
It may be said to have originated in CANNING’S
which was antagonistic to that
the EMPEROR ALEXANDER and
et Troppau, Leybach, and Verona.
English publicists have praised the
m of American statesmen in adopting
en early date a policy of isolation from
contests and interests. Our
experience in India and elsewhere familiarizes
spheres of in-
which a particular State is

good reason paramount. We have not

1t was again | been able to agrees with all the proposed applica-

tions of the doctrine, or to admit that it has
become an integral part of international law.
It involves obligations as well as rights, and
the former have been left more obscure even
than the latter. But the doctrine has been
regarded by England as substantially express-
ing the right of & State to take all steps
requisite for its safety; a right which we

spectacle of |recognize in the belief that similar freedom

will not be denied England a&s regards the
perils to which she is exposed. The terms
of the resolution raise a question which has
much wider interest than the particular
discussion in the Senate. In these days of
joint stock enterprise some unexpected con-
sequences of the legal conception of & company
as wholly distinet from its members are to be
noted. A company is created in one country ;
its s2ége social is there. But the great body of
its shareholders may be foreigners, and it may
be managed solely with regard to their interests,
which may be identical with the interests of
their Government. Technically a national com-
pany, it may be to all intents a foreign com-
pany and conceivably an instrument of a foreign
Government or under its control. So far no
serious inconvenience has resulted from this.
But the matter may one day need careful
scrutiny by all Governments. To teke our
Own case : that our great shipping lines or ship-
building companies or manufacturers of arms
should be in reality controlled by foreigners
could not be regarded with entire indifference.
Many of our rules as to neutrality and as to
belligerents were formed at a time when joint
stock enterprise was unknown or in its Infancy ;
when corporations created by charter, special
statute, or under general powers were com-
posed of Englishmen who might be presumed
to do nothing seriously inimical to their
couniry. That time is past, and we may one
day have to look at facts behind legal forms,
and guard against evils similar to those which
the United States Senate has in view.

““ English Stupidity.”

One of Mr. HEARST'S newspapers, comment-
Ing on Lorp Mersex’s Titanic Report, ERYS
that it is a conspicuous illustration of English
stupidity. That saying need not trouble us much,
for 1t1snot the business of these papers to praise
anything English, and they attend very strictly
to their business. But commonplaces of abuse
should always be interesting to those who are
abused because, however unjust in the par-
ticular instance, they usually express a common
opinion. The HEABST newspaper says the
obvious thing ; and stupidity is supposed to be
an obvious weakness of ours. Indeed, we have
been in the habit of admitting the charge with
some complacency. We may be stupid, we
think, but we have always got on well enough
with our stupidity. No Frenchman would
ever make such an admission or such a defence :

for the French have an intellectual sense of |

honour which we do not possess. Rather than
thrive by means of stupidity they would prefer
not to thrive at all. A Frenchman can no more
be happy if the world thinks him stupid than
an Englishman can be happy if the world thinks
him dishonest. Indeed, to profit by stupidity
nchman a kind of intellectual
dishonesty. He never hopes to muddle throy ah,
to reach a right result by a wrong process; for
in matters of the intellect the process is as im-
portant to him asthe result, and he will not do
evil that good may come of it. But we, in-
tellectually, aro certainly casuists. We pay no
fixed allegiance to reason, but test its processes

place by their practical results. And we pay the
“ by any corporation or association which has penalty exacted of

all kinds of casuistry; for,

not |in regarding reason purely as an instrument

and inbending it to our will, we weaken its power
and change its very nature. The reason which

any conclusion desired by the
reasoner ceases to be reason at all; and it

i would suffer less if he made no pretence of
Y | using 1t.

It 18 our unscrupulous use-of the reason that
makes other nations think us stupid; for it

_ It |hides from them the true nature of our in-
has been repeatedly pointed out in 7The tellectual faculties.

When an Englishman pro-

supposes that he has a real faith in the reason
which he misuses, that he has done his best,

is so bad t-h.rough

; |sheer stupidity. But the fact is that he hae

not done his best with it, nor attempted to
reach his conclusion by means of it. He has
only used it afterwards to justify his conclu-
ston; and misused it because he regards

| that kind of justification as a mere formality.

The young |and is wsually ready to test it by results.

g alliances. | he is not ready enough to analyse its processes.
1823, when |Indeed, he is apt to fear that

terms | weaken it, and so, if he is

Yet the conclusion itself may be right and

may be reached not by a mere accident, as

the foreigner is apt to suppose, but by a com-

bination of faculties which we call instinet
because we cannot analyse it,

It is not instinet
at all, if instinct is & purely irrational and inborn

power ; but rather a habit of the same nature

as the habitual skill of the craftsman, acquired

by action rather than by thought, yet with an
Intellectual justification if any one chooses to

find it. The weakness of the Englishman is
that he does not choose to find it. He has
the craftsman’s faculty in life, in which
intellect 1s implied rather than expressed.
That power which we call judgment is strong
in hi=, for he exercises it swiftly and boldly

But

analysis may
asked to give a

reason for his judgment, he thinks that, provided

the judgment itself is right, any reason will
With the dis- |serve,
appearance of these early perils each new/one.

oxpositor of the doctrine has sought ta give

and he is not ashamed to give the wrong

There isa danger, both meral and intelloctual,

urn adapted to the changed situation, |in this unserupulousness. For & man who

erally. speaking, to widen its range.|misuses reason to0 suit his own ends is likely
reluctance to circumsecribe itjto be misled by

it himself. We as a nation
have acquired a habit of reasoning, but we have
not yet acquired an intellectual conscience
with it. We are possessed at the present
time by a new passion for argument, but
argument usually is for us a means of main-
taining what we want to believe and of per-
suading ourselves that it is true, We use it as

eagerly as a child usss a new tool; but like

| the child we play with it all the time, and it is
& dangerous tool to play with: To the|

Frenchman argument is a serious, Indeced
& moral, business; and he blushes if
detected in a fallacy. Englishmen when they
argue—and nowadays they are salways arguing
—play, but they do not play the game. They
trust rather in the number of their arguments
than in their strength ; and if the absurdity of
one 1s exposed, they advance another without
shame. In all our current controversies
thers is a vast waste of energy on both sides
in refuting arguments that ought never to have
been advanced. They are advanced because
there is a common opinion am ong us that
any argument wil serve a good cause and
because causes really do not suffer among us
from bad arguments. But this game of ad-
vancing and refuting bad arguments is & mere
distraction which encouragos a barren clever-
ness among us. Public opinion in this matter
8 like & weak Judge in a Court of law who
allows counsel to waste his time in taking
bad points ; and, like the weak Judge, it is
confused by them. In fact, out of our dis-
regard for reason we have come to enjoy
controversy for its own sake. It is an unex-
pected result, but a very natural ono : for liti-
gation is rather encouraged by bad law
Courts ; indeed, the very uncertainty of its
results provokes it. So wo argue profusely
about anything because we may argue as we
Please, and bad arguments will not affect
our cause. But, unfortunately, they do
affect our minds ; and thers is some danger
that we may be known in the future, not as a
stupid, but as a silly nation. In that case
reason will, indeed, take her revenge for our
contempt of her ; for silliness, unlike our
supposed stupidity, never *“ muddles through.”

TRUMPERY LIBEL ACTIONS.

— e
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Sir,—In your leading article of to-day
entitled *“ The Close of the Law Sittings’ you
refer to the large amount of time occupied in the
King’s Bench Division by the trial o trumpery
libel actions—and no one can doubt the truth
of the observation.

It would be for the public good that this class
of litigation should be discouraged, and I think
that such a result would be effected if a plaintiff
could recover no more costs than damages in
any action of libel or slander, unless the J udge
certified that there was reasonable ground for
bringing the action.

** The Slander of Women Act, 1891,” contains
this provision, and, speaking with experience,
L can state that it has been proved to be a

salutary one.
Judges have already a large discretionary
ower as 10 costs, but I should prefer that the
Eurden of proof should be on the plaintiff in this
class of litigation, not on the defendant, to
satisfy the Judge trying the case that the action
was one which it wasreasonable to have brought,
and that, unless he could do so, he should not
recover more costs than damages.

Were this the rule we should find fewer

trumpery libel actions occupying the time of
the C%urts than is the case agj;alx?e%ent.
Yours faithfully,

Epsom, Aug. 2. T.. T, B.

SALE OF OLYMPIA.

—_——ee .
FORMATION OF A COMPANY.

Sir Gilbert Greenall has purchased Olympis,
where the International Horse Show, the
Royal Naval and Military Tournament, and
many other important events have been held
for some years past.

Arrangements are now in progress for the
formation of a private company, in which Sir

Richard Cooper and Mr. James Buchanan will
be largely interested.

THE SUGAR CONVENTION.

——ee e

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TTMES.

Sir,—The final decision of the Government to
withdraw from the Brussels Convention is very dis-
appointing as showing the complete want of apprecia-
tion of the efforts being steadilv made to establish
a bect-sugar industry in the United Kingdom.

Yrom their surrender to the band of extremists
led by Mr. Lough, M.P., and who apparently know
nothing and care less about the benefits of rural
cmployment and improved farming which a beot
industry would confer, we may presume they would
also welcome the reimposition of bounties and tha
artificially cheap sugar which might, in certain cir-
cumstances, result therefrom.

It by no means follows, however, that bounties
and cartels will be at once remewed in the form
which did so much harm prior to the Convention,
and the existence of which rendered it useless at that
time to think of starting a home sugar-beet, industry.

The Convention did more than make this latter
possible ; it cheapened sugar on the Continent and
greatly increased consumption, so much so in Gep-
many that. competent authoritics there have told
me it looks as if their country will have p
to spare for export within a measurable term of years.

The Convention, therefore, has to a certain extent
done its work, and it may well be doubted whethep
Continental consumers wjll now consent to be taxed
and have their sugar raised in price in ordep that

0 sugar

‘| their surplus stock may once more be sometimes

sold in England at under cost price,

This, no doubt, is what Mlessrs, Lough and Co.
would desire to see, quite oblivious of the fact that

though no doubt the profits of cocoa and confe
manufacturers might be increased, a re

bounties would do great harm to the cane
of our colonies and effectually make it
to obtain capital for our efforts at home,

The Government have done us a great ill-service

by unsettling everything, and have shown how

little sympathy can be expected of them towards
the attempts being made to found a new and important

rural industry. No good, hawg:ver._. Is gained by the
extravagant statements appearing in some quartcers.
Let us waib until bounties and cartels are actually
threatened. The way is now open to give a prefon.
ence to our Colonial sugar, the forbid Ing of which
is the only real objection to the Convention.

It is sinccrely to be hoped that the factory now
being built in Norfolk, where excellent, crops of
sugar-beet on some 3,000 acres of land are arousing
great intercst, will have a valuable educational effect
and bring home to people what might be expected
from a policy different from that now being pursued.

On every hand interest in the subject is increasing.
Farmers are learning how to grow and handle tha
beet, and the National Sugar_—Bcet Association, of
which I am chairman, has received most satisfactory
reports from the agricultural colleges and others
respecting the feeding trials carried
signments of dried beet * slices ™ which we Imported
and distributed amongst them for the purpose.

Considering the many millions of tons of elices
annually used and highly esteemed on the Continent
for cattle-feeding, it is rather absurd that such trials
should be required at all, but most British farmers,

through sheer insular prejudice, refuse to accept
Continental experience as in any way conclusive.

Distinct progress is being made, and, thouzh the

labour difficulty has been shown 10 be a real %ne at.
present, i1t can surely

_ ! _ be overcome by organization
as experience is gained.

Its very existence is a proof
of how much rural employment could be provided
by a sugar industry if only the latter eould be
encouraged and helped over its initial diffculties.

Your obedient servant,

Newnham Paddox, Lutterworth,

ctionery
vival of
industry
impossible

DENBIGH,
Aug, 3,

| were washed clear.

| of hife would probably have been much

| selves that they could save no

HOLIDAY ACCIDENTS.

—eeitleeeree

NINE BOY SCOUTS DROWNED
OFF SHEPPEY.

FOUR LIVES LOST NEAR BRIGHTON:

The beginning of the boys’ holiday camp
Season was yesterday marked by two serious
accidents involving the loss of 13 lives. Nine
Boy Scouts from Walworth were drowned: off the
coast of Sheppey owing to the capsizing of a
sailing cutter in which they wera travelling to
Leysdown for their annual hol iday under
canvas; and at Saltdean, near Rottingdean,
four young men belonging to a Batterses
Mission Camp lost their lives, three of them

being drowned in an attempt to rescue their
comrade.

The capsizing of the cutter off Leysdown
took place about 2 o’clock yesterday afternoon
about two miles from the shore. The cutter,
which was formerly in the naval service, left
Erith with the tide about 8 o'clock in the
morning. On board were 23 Boy Scouts belong-
ing to the Dulwich Scouts’ Mission, and five
adults in charge of the party. A strong westerly
breeze had been blowing during the greater
part of the day, and when the cutter had
rounded Warden Point and was heading for

the shore an extra strong gust of wind caught
the boat, and caused it to capsize. Most of the
occupants were thrown into the water, and some
of them were washed seaward. The cutter
quickly righted itself, but almost immediately
afterwards again capsized. Somo of the boys

| clung to the upturned boat and others to the

dinghy attached to it, but a number of them
Many of the lads were
able to swim, and the men in the party did
their hest to keep them =afloat, but the cuttor
hag .capsizedIn six fathoms of water, and before

help could reach them from the shore a number
of them had perished.

RESCUE BY COASTGUARDSMEN.

The accident had been seen from the Leys-
down Coastguard station, and the Coastguards-
men, under Chief Petty Officer Streeter, who was
m charge of the station, immediately launched
their boat and went to the rescue, followed by a
number of swimmers belonging to the Sheppey
Boy Scouts, who, under Scoutmaster Picot, left
their camp with life lines over a mile long to
render assistance. When the Coast guard cutter
reached the scene of the disaster it picked up
sorme 15 Scouts and the five adults, all of whons
were in the water and all more or less exhausted.
Had the boat been ten minutes later the loss
greater.
When the Coastguard crew had satisfied them-
more they again
set out for the shore, and the rescue party of
Scouts, who had swum over a mile, were ordered

back. Two of the rescued lads Were un-

| conscious, and several others of tho party were

almost in a state of collapse. The boat was

| beached near the Coastguard station and medical

and other aid was immediately at hand.
Scoutmaster Picot succeeded after an hour and
% half In resuscitating one of the boys named
Schofield, but another lad succumbed, attempts
at resuscitation being continued for two hours
and & half without effect. The roll with the

| names of the boys in the party had gone down

in the craft, and Scoutmaster Marsh, who was
in charge, was too ill for a time to give any

| particulars as to the missing lads, but late lasé

night, it became known that nine boys had lost
therr lives, and their names were given as
follows :—Noel Filmer and Thompson Filmer
(brothers), W. Beckham, Smith, Skipsey,
Masters, Hulford, Gwynne, and Dack. Scout.
master Marsh, who had made gallant efforts
to rescue the boys, nearly saved Thompson
Filmer, whose father, an old naval man, was
m the boat and saw his son drowned, but was
himself rescued. The Coastguardsmen lent
clothing to the rescued, and seven of the 0OYS
were taken to the camp of the Sheppey Boy
Scout troop, where they were cared for.

The Admiralty sent a torpedo-boat and a
doe from Sheerness to help in the

kyard tug
search for the bodies of the missing boys, which

i was begun last evening. Two of the lads are
| believed to have been im

prisoned under the
sall of the boat. Commander Samson and

Lieutenant Gregory, of the Naval Wing of
the Royal Flying Corps, visited Leysdown
from Eastchurch by motor-car to render aid
to the rescued.

RELATIVES® AxNxIETY.

The boys bhelonged to the 2nd Walworth
troop of Boy Scouts, which is connected with
the Dulwich Scouts Mission, and their head-
quarters are at Brandon-street, New Ient-
road, S.E. Mr. Sidney J. Marsh, the Scout-
master, 1s an old Dulwich College boy. and is
well known in Dulwich. Recently he had
resided at the Mission Settlement in Walworth.
A fortnight ago his troop of boys were among

| the Boy Scouts who were inspected by Admiral
| Lord Charles Beresford upon the occasion of

the celebration of *‘ Armada Dayv ™ at Earl's
Court Exhibition. All the boys come from

tion, but were buffeted by
to return, but sank.
guardsman rushed into the water, bLut

to get anywhere near the distressed swimmers. One
after the other the three men
all.
got back to the shore with the
the former clinging to a. ladder which
the water to support him.”

Walworth, and at midnight a crowd of weep-
Ing relatives surrounded the mission heuse in
Brandon-street. The house was closed, how-
ever, and no information could be obtained
there. Every newcomer was surrounded and
asked 1f he had a list of the missing. One girl,
who was weeping hitterly. said that her father
died recently, and her only brother was among
the lads who had gone away in the morning.
Her mother was prostrate with grief and
anxiety. The relatives of the lads deelined to
leave the building, hoping that some one would
arrive with a list of the missing boys,

THREE RESCUERS DROWNED.

UNAVAILING GALLANTRY AT A
CAMP ACCIDENT.

The victims of the accident at Saltdean
Gap, Rottingdean, Brighton, which happened
shortly before noon yesterday, were four young
men, members of the Caius College Mission
Church, Battersea. They were :—

Conrad Betts (19), of 32, Totteridge-road, Battersea
Frederick Bedford (20), of Cabul-road, Battersea
Fred Taylor (20), of Albert Bridge, Battersea, and
George Allen (22), of Wormwood-scrubs.

The young men were members of g rarty
of about 80 attending a camp held in connexion
with the Church Mission, and along with some
30 others had gone to bathe. Betts was one
of tho first to enter the water, which was rough.
He swam out a considerable distance, when he
was apparently scized with cramp and called
for help, The three others swam out to his
assistance, but he was carried out to sea and
drowned. In thoir attompt to reach him the
other three men were also drowned. Dr.
Whitehead, who was attending camp with the
lads, also made an efiort at rescue. and only
got back to shore with great difficulty. He
was exhausted, and artificial respiration had
to be used to bring him round. The bodijes
of Bedford, Allen, and Betts ivere recovered
In the aftermoon, but Taylor had not been
found last night.

Frederick Gaskin, one of the party, said that the

young men who were drowned were all good swimmers,
The sea was rather rough at the time and the Younger

members of the party kept well in to the shore.
"* Betts swam out,”” he proceeded, “ and was about
$00 vards away when he showed siens of distress.
Taylor, Bedford, and Allen all struck out, in his direc-
the waves. Bedford tried
Dr. Whitchead and a Coast-~
they failed

sank within sight of us
and the Coastguardsman only
greatest difficulty,

Dr. Whitchead

was thrown into

The camp, which was in charge of Dr. Whitehead

and the Rev, Ronald Wimbush, assistant, missiancr,



