IMPERTAL, AND FOREIGN
INTELLIGENCE,

THE FIGHTING AT FEZ

GENERAL LYAUTEY AND THE
SULTAN,

(FROM OUR Oowx CORRESPONDENT.)
PARIS, MAx 30.

A long despatch from General Lysutey
which was sent from Fez at 6 p.m, yesterday
and which was received at the Foreign Office
early this morning makes it clear that the
French gre faced with & serious situation

both at Fez and throughout the country.
Sunday’s attack on the fown, in the course of
which, according to unofficial reports, the
French -are said to have lost 38 killed and
some 60 officers and men wounded, is described
85 one of the severest engagements that they

have had to fight in Morocco. A fresh attack,
during which the French casualties were five

killed and eight wounded, was made on Tuesday,
and after a lull during the night fighting was
resumed yesterday.

The rebels are said to have been repulsed
on each occasion with heavy loss, but thero
appears to have been some desperate street
fighting on Tuesday night in the eastern quarter
of the towm, where several hundred Berbers
had succeeded in forcing an entrance. As

reported in my telegram yesterday, the calcu-
ldtions of the rebels were defeated by the fact

that the native .population remained quiet.
The influence of the Ulema, whom General

Lyautey had previously interviewed, seems to
have been decisive in this sense. At dawn
yesterday Colonel Gouraud’s mobile ecolumn,
eight compaonies strong, which has been em-
ployed in keeping the rebels as far as possible

on the move, was sent out to reconnoitre the
xegion north of Fez and sighted detachments
of rebels assembled about six miles away. A
iresh battalion and an ammunition convoy

were eoxpected to arrive froimn Mekinez last
night,

GENERAL LyAuTEY’S MEASURES.

General Lyautey, who praises the splendid
spirltb of the troops during this trying weels,
considers that the local situation is for the
moment easier, but that the general situation
demands serious attention in view of the deep-
rooted causes of unrest and the continued
presence of the rebels in the field.

The Sultan, who was much alarmed while
the attack was in progress on Tuesday evening,
became calmer as reassuring news was brought
in. Qeneral Lyautey, who had been invited
to luncheon at the Palace yesterday, informs
the Irench Government that he proposes to
adopt, in concert with the Sultan, various
political measures which, in his opinion, are
opportune. The objeet of these measures is
to manifest to the loyal and influential section
of the native population the satisfaction of
the French authorities at their friendly attitude.

General Lyautey will likewise endeavour to

break up the understanding among the tribes.
Apart from theso special measures General
Lyautey is taking steps to restore, at any
rate in its externals, the authority of the
Maghzen and of the Grand Vizier. ‘The
Resident-General expresses the opinion that
the news of the French advance across the
Muluys, which has rcached Fez, may create a
salutary impression.

THE GOVERNMENT AND FAILSE NEwWS,

At a meeting of the Cabinet to-day the
Primo Minister communicated this morning’s
despatch from General Lyautey, which, as is
stated this evening, has been published in full
in order to preclude any misunderstanding
and to prevent the dissemination of false
news. It. i1s further announced that the
Minister of Justice will institute. an inquiry
“with regard to the false news which has
been published concerning Moroceo and with
regard to Bourse speculations to which these
reports have given rise,”

JOAN OF ARC'S MEMORY.
PROPOSED ANNUAL IFRETE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

PARIS, MAY 30.

4 special committes was nominated by the
Chamber of Deputies to-day to discuss 3
proposal which was adopted by the Senate in
1894 to institute the second Sunday in May
a3 & national féte in honour of Joan of Are.
M. Jaurés, the only member of the committeo

who opposed the suggestion, remarked that

owing to ecclesiastical monopolization of Joan
of Arc the patriotic celebration would be con-
fused with the religious ceremony, and that
in consequence he would move that any national
iéte of this kind should be oxtended so as to

form a patriotic f6te in memory of all French
beroes. -

THE FRENCH CHAMBER.

(FROM OUB OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

PARIS, May 30.
"M, Barthou, the former Minister of Publia
Works, has been elected President of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber of
Deputies In room of M. Paul Deschanel, who

has been elected President of the Chamber.

M. Thierry, Deputy for Marseilles, has been
chosen t¢ succeed M. Deschanel as reporter of
tho Yoreign Office vote.

FRENCH ELECTORAL REFORM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

PARIS, Max 30.

After to-day’s Cabinet meoting it was
snnounced that before the vote on the Suffrage
Committeo’s electoral reform proposals is taken
in the Chamber of Deputies early next weok
the Prime Minister will state the principles
of reform which the Goyerpme_nt deems essential
and the adoption of which it will make 4. question

of confidence before the Senate as well as before
the Chamber,

M. PASSY’S NINETTETH BIRTHDAY.

FRENCH SOCIETY’S CELEBRATION.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

PARIS, May 30.
The ¥rench Société d'Economie Politique

colebrated & joint ceremony at the Sorbonne
to-day—the 70th anniversary of its foundation

he 90th snniversary of the birth of its
BP?%ﬂigent, M. Freédéric P:;yssy. In the unavoid-
able absence of M. Passy owing to ill-health
tho proceedings were conducted by the Vice-
President, M. Yves Guyot. . The company
included representatives of kindred socioties
in England, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bel-
jum, Switzerland, the United States, and othor
F reign countries.

THE PRINCE OF WALES.

ANNEQY, MAy 30.*

The Prince of Wales arrived here at o quarter
to 4 this afternoon. His Royal Highness will
probably remsain some days in the town and
the neighbourhood. | |

y ¥Through Reutor's Agency,

| writing his name in the

BRANDENBURG AND THE
HOHENZOLLERNS.

THE EMPEROR ON GERMAN UNITY.

(FROXM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

BERLIN, MAy 30.

The Emperor William was present to-day
at the cercmonies at Brandenburg com.
Imemorating the first assumption of power
in the 3Mark of Brandenburg by s Hohen-
zollern Prince. On June 22, 1412 the Burg-
graf of Nuremburg, Frederick VI., made his
triumphal entry into the town to take posses-
sion of the Electorate transferred to him by
Sigismund's- charta of the year 1411. 'The
subsequent development of the House of
Brandenburg Electors into the Royal House
of Prussia, and, later, into the Imperial House
of Germany, needs no recapitulation.

The old streets of the town were gaily deco-
rated with flags and lined with crowds of sight-

seers from all parts of the Mark, who cheered

the Emperor loyally as he drove with his son.
Prince Oscar of Prussia, to the early 15th

century church of St. Catherine, where he was
met by the Prussian Ministor-President, Herr
von Bethmann-Hollweg, and some high
officials and ecclesiastical dignitavies. After
the special service to celebrate the recent and
very thorough restoration of the church. the
Emperor proceeded to the old Market, where
he inspected the guard of honour, and then to

the Rathhaus, which was built in 1450, and has

likewise been restored, the space in front being
occupied by a

large fountain surrounding an
equestrian statue of the Elector Frederick I.,

wrought by Professor Manzel, which was un-
veiled to-day. |
After a short speech by tho Chijef . Burgo-

master, the Emperor William entered the
Rathhaus to the blare

of trumpets, and, after
Golden Book, made a
short speech roviewing the history of the Mark.
from its early storms gnd vicissibudes to the
coming of the Hohenzollerns, who laid the
foundation for a new structure—* German
unity founded on Brandenburg and directed
by Prussia.” The Great RElector, Frederick
the Great, and his own grandfather
had been the master masons, but the
work had been the same—* to hunt
out the foreigner,”” and win unity and
independencs, first for Brandenburg, and, later,
for the Empire. _

The Emperor said that it was no light decision
for the Great Elector to come from the sunny
South, already well advanced in civilizetion,
and to lead Brandenburg to new prosperity.
Even when he had succeeded in restoring order
the Mark bhad msany storms to face, and was
the battleground of foreign Empires and foreign
rulers until at last the great Iging drove them
out and created Prussian independence. The

Emperor continued :—

After the Prussian buwilding had at last
by God’s help been pieced, together, and
my grandfather had had a long period of
peace wherein to whet the sword which was

necessary to win German unitv, then the
work was done a second time and on a grand
scale for the whole German Fatherland—
the same work which had once been done
for the Mark. We succeeded in. banishing
the strangers once and for all from crushing
our fields under foot, and reducing our toil
to naught, merely in order to bo able to
pursue their own interests, It iz on the

foundation of Brandenburg, on the girders

of Prussia, that the German Empire snd the

(German Imperial Throne are built, and that
1s why we wish to think to-da

y of the men of
the Mark and the men of Brandenburg—

and not least of the men of Brandenburg
who, in the year 1870, devoted thejp treasure
and their blood to wrest the Imperial Crown

for their old master. As long as a Hohen-
zollern lives, end as long as there are men of
Brandenburg, they will think on Constantin
Alvensleben, Vionville, and the Third Army

Corps. That- was the old Brandenburg
loyalty which has stood through all centuries.
May it live'in the future generations of the
town of Brandenburg,

ITALIAN WARSHIPS AT CHIOS.

THE POSITION OF SMYRNA.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)
CRI10S, May 23 (Delayed in transmission),.
Some oxcitoment was caused hera this morn-
ing by the first appearsnce in broad daylight

jof two Italian torpedo-destroyers at 9 o’clook.

One stood close up to the mouth of the harbour
for some 20 minutes and then proceeded along
the coast northwards and inspected the harbour
of Vrontados, two miles further on, before re-

joining the second destroyer at the other side
of the Straits of Chios. Both disappeared up
the Gulf of Smyrna, emerged at h&-past 12
o'clock, and proceeded southward. Taken in
conjunction with the presence of & large Turkish
force at Chiatzik, the presumed wvisit of the
Italian destroyers to Smyrna seems to betoken
an_expected attack on that town. Here in
Chios black and white boards, posted above
the school buildings, secure them Immunity
against bombardment.

1 learn from Samos that Vathy has been
entirely deserted by the Turks. One thousand
troops, however, are in the interior of the
island in the village of Mavrangeon and the
monastery of Stavros, at the foot of Mount
Ampelos. They left six obsolete small guns
behind them at Vathy. They are believed to
be short of provisions. The island is visited
almost daily by Italian destroyers. At Tigani
they are said to have taken a native fisherman
on board and to have released him safter helf
an hour. He refuses to divulge anything as to
the questions put to him. "

AY 37,

ammunition and
were landed here

Some 200 sacks containin
supplies of other war materia
from Tchesme this morning and were Immedi-
ately transported to the backs of mules for
conveyance to the Turkish troops in the interior
of thse island. Two days ago some 800 sacks
were similarly conveyed into the interior. Tha

Italian Fleet has again been sighted off the south
of the island.

THE CAUCASE INCIDENT AT
SMYRNA.

TURKISH EXPLANATIONS.

. COXSTANTINOPLE, May 30.*

With reference to the report published in the
Italian newspapers of the firing by one of the
Turkish forts at Smyrna on the Messageries
Maritimes steamer Caucase as she was leaving
the harbour, a communigué has been issued to tho
Pross to-day. It states that according to g
telegram from the Vali of Smyrna the Cauncgsn
at the time of the incident was following a
Khedlivial liner, which was piloted by g tug.
The Khedivial s eamer outstrllgped the Caucase,
and the latter affected by the currents,:came
noar the mine, zone, whereupon the fort, in
order to wam her of the danger, fired four shots,

tho first two bLoing blank shots., The Caucase
thereupon stopped.

- THE TURKISH CABINET.

REPORTED DIFFERENCES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

VIENNA, May 30.
Tho Austrian official telograph agency issuos

the following telegram under date of Constanti-

nople, May 29 :—— L

To-day’s Ministerinl Council was very agitated,
After o stormy dcebate most of the Alinisters loft
the Council Chamber and held a ‘separate sitting.
The Grand Vizier, tho Sheikh-ul-Islam, and the War
Minister ‘alone remained in the Council Chamber.

Shortly afterwards the Minister of Marine took his

THE TIMES, FRIDAY, MAY 31, 1912.

departure, despite urgent remonstrances from Djavid |

Bey. The Ministerial Council was then resumod.
This incident, of which the cause is unknown, is much
discussed. The Press has heen ordered to publish
nothing in regard to the rumours of a crisis,

A later unofficial teliﬁram reports that during
yesterday’s Council the Minister of Marine
threatened to resign unless the Commitiee
organ Hakk, which had vigorously ecriticized

.| the inactivity of the Turkish Fleet, were imme-

diately suspended. An official telegram adds
that the Minister of Marine started last evening
for the Dardanelles on board a destroyer,

THE POWERS AND CRETE.

RIGHTS OF MAHOMEDANS.
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

v GANDIA, MAY 30.

The Powers have handed a2 Note to the
Cretsrn insurrectionary Government condemning
the system of dismissing Mahomedan officials
end substituting others found willlmg to take

an oath of allegiance to the King of the Hellenes.
This, the Note states, is absolutely contrary
to the obligations assumed by the Cretan
Government regarding respect for Mahomedan
rights and a clear violation of the stafus quo.
The Cretan Government is categorically re-

quested to return to legality and respect the
principles sanctioned by the Powers.

b T

THE CRETAN DEPUTIES AT ATHENS.
(FRO3L OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. )
ATHENS, Max 29,
- The Cretan Deputies here delivered last
evening a memorandum to the Legations of the

four Protecting Powers as well as the German
and Austrian Legations. The document, which

bears 41 signatures, points out that the provi-
sional character of the régime inaugurated in
1897 was admitted by the Powers themselves,

who, in reply to the representations of Prince
George on the subject of union with (Gireece,

officially took cognizance of the desires of the

Cretans, but declined to give effect to them lest
the peace of the Balkans should be disturbed.
In 1905 the Powers drew wup a protocole de
désintéressement, declaring «that Crete should
not be annexed by any State against the wishes
of the inhabitants, and in the following year not
only mvited King George to designate the High
C}gmmﬂilssioner, but entrusted the command of
the mili

tary forces of the islangd to Greelk officers.

Such was the situation when, in October,
1908, Austria and Bulgaria overthrew
the status quo in the Balkans. The
Cretans, relying on the reiterated assurances of
the Powers with regard to the accomplishment
of their hopes at a favourable opportunity,
proceeded to declare their union with Greece.
The Powers, the document states, recognized
the situation thus created, and by the Note of
December 28, 1908, promised to examine
avecbienveillance the question of union, provided
order was maintained and the security of the
Moslem population assured. ‘The  Cretans
scrupulously observed these conditions. If
during the last four years some crimes have been
committed against the Moslem population it
must be remembered that such incidents cannot
be avoided in older and better organized com-
munities. The Cretans are now invited to
govern themsclves on the basis of a rovolu-
tionary staius quo which offers no guaranteo
of good government. The document concludes
by expressing the hope that the Powers which
have hithorto encouraged the aspirations of
the Cretans will now sanction their realization.

THE ALBANIAN SITUATION.

RELUCTANCE TO BEGIN HOSTILITIES.
| (FROM QUR CORRESPONDENT.)

| SALONIKA, May 29,

Ihe situstion in Albania remsins unchanged,
the action of the Government being limited to
continuous pourparlers with the rebels through
the mission comprised of Ulema and
Beys. The negotiations are proving only par-
tially” successful, since a number of Bairaktars
are apparently determined to pursue an

attitude of hostility towards the authorities.
The present position, therefore, is that the
Albaniens are massed in the mountains round
Truitza and the expeditionary corps is at Ferizo-
vitch, neither side apparently wishing to com-
mence hostilities,. How longz these conditions
can continue remains to be seen. On their
part the Albanians cannot remain inactive in
the mountains indefinitely, and the local Turkish
officlals are again pressing for a military de-
monstration. The Minister of the Interior
persists in his opposition to this idea, and it is
& favourable sign that the departure of Abdulla
Pasha, who has been designated to command the
forces at Ferizovitch, has been delayed.

The Government, .however, is rapidly
strengthening the army in Albania. A machine-
gun company stationed at Strumitza hag
been ordered north to Uchak, Reservists have
already left Smyrna, and the Reservist divi-
sions at Ishtib and Elbassan are being mobi-
lized for service in Kossovo.

The only serious incident of the last few
days oceurred in the district of Vaspat, where a
body of rebels attacked a Gendarmerie station.
The Gendarmes defended the position for four
hours until reinforcements arrived, when, desert-
ing the blockhouse, they retired to Lyuma.
The Kaimakam fears a general outbreak, and
demands the urgent despatch of reinforcements.

BARON VON MARSCHALL.

THE SULTAN’S GIFTS.
CONSTANTINOPLE, Mayx 30.%

On the occasion of the approaching departurs
of Baron von Marschall the Sultan has pro-

sented his portrait with autograph, in a frame
of enamelled gold surmounted by a crown in
brilliants and with the Imperial cipher set in
brilliants below, to the retiring Ambassador.
His Majesty also gave Baron von Marschall
& carpet, while Baroness von Marschall and
her daughter received gifts of Persian shawls,

TURCO-PERSTIAN FRONTIER
CONFLICT.,

Reuter’s Agency is informed that telegrams
have reached London conveying news of o

serious conflict on the Turco-Persian frontier.

A Turkish force of 400 horsemen invaded
Persian territory at Kotur, in the Urumiah
district, and came into conflict with g Persian
force. Iighting ensued, about ten men were
killed, and a number of prisoners wers taken.

The matter has bheen brou

brought to the notice of
the Russian and British Governments, and

commuinications are in progress on the subject,
of making representations at Constantinople.
Order has, it is understood, been temporarily
restored, and it is hoped that the matter will

soon be settled and arrangements made for the
prisoners to be released.

LY

THE GREEK NAVY.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

ATHENS, MAy 21.
With referenco to the proposed new armoured
gships and smaller craft, for which the Greek

Government, as stated in The Times of May 10,
heas 1mvited fresh tenders, I have the best reason
for stating that no pressure of any kind what-
ever has been applied by Admiral Tufnell orp
by any member of the British Mission in order
to secure the construction of these ships by a
British firm, and that such advice as was offered

was of en absolutely impartial character, being

limited to an expression of opinion in regard to
technical matters. Tenders from all tiuarters
c

will, I understand, be considered ex usively

with regard to the requirements laid down by
the Greek Government,

S

IMMIGRATION INTQ SOUTH

AFRICA.

THE EXCLUSION OF ASIATICS.

CAPE TOWN, May 20.*
In the Union House of Assembly to-day
General Smuts, Minister of the Interior, mdved
the second reading of the Immigration Bill.
He emphasized the Imperial aspect of the
measure. The Bill, he said, embodied an

understanding arrived at in 1910 with the
Imperial Government regarding Asiatics. The
difficulty of administering the Immigration
Law was considerable. While the Government
was most anxious to foster white immigration
they were equally anxious to ko ep out Asiatics.
r & great deal of consideration the Qovern-
ment had decided to adopt the suggestion of
the Colonial Office, which was supported by the
Government of India, to apply the Australian
education test. Although, apparently, very
stiff it admitted of application with rigour or
laxity so that the whites might be en-
couraged while Asiatics were kept out.

There was, the Minister declared, too great
tendency at present to lay stress purely on
educational qualification. South Afries wanted
a certain type of character and physical fitness.
Ho intended to carry out the arrangement
arrived at with the Imperial Government to
allow the entry of cducated, professional
Asiaties in limited numbers, but the others
would be provided for in such s manner that
there shou{,d not be an influx of Asiatics. The
Imperial and Indian Governments had seen the
Bill and were most anxious to see it passed,
He also intended, at the instance of the Im-
perial Government, to introduce an amend-
ment relating to Asiatics already domiciled in
South Afries. ,

Dealing with the movement of Asiatics from
one Province to another, General Smuts said he
intended to enforee the law in the Transvasl
and Orange Free State, but it would not be
more drastically administered than hitherto.

The entry of consumptives would be allowed
under certain conditions.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN CABINET
QUARREL.
GENERAL BROTHA'S POSITION.

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

All sorts of rumours continue to circulate

regarding dissensions in the Cabinet and con-
templated resignations, but while the position

is one of unstable equilibrium T have the best
authority for stating that, so far as the inten-

tions of Ministers are concerned, all talk of

further resignations is absolutely without
foundation.

Doubtless what is known as the
Botha section would be glad to squeeze out the
Sauer section, and vice versa, but as neither will
be squeezed out and neither will voluntarily
move out, the uncomfortable association is
hikely to last until the Government majority in
the House disintegrates. '
Meanwhile General Botha's authority
the Cabinet, Parliament, and the country has
undoubtedly been setiously sweakened. Mr.
Hull's resignation, which was intended to
damage Mr. Sauer, has actually resulted in dis-
crediting General Botha by plainly revealing
his suspected but hitherto screened Incapacity
for driving the Ministerial nine-in-hand. This
has now been followed by a debate in Parlia-
ment which bids fair to exhibit General Boths
the Minister of Agriculture as no less deficient
m grip snd driving power in his department

than General Botha the Prime Minister has
shown in his Cabinet.

in

MINERS’ PHTHISIS IN SOUTH

AFRICA.
THE COMPENSATION BILL.

CAPE TOWN, May 30.%
The Bill providing for compensation in cases

of miners’ phthisis, which was referred to g
Select Committee after having been read g
second time by the Union House of Assembly,
has been refurned to the House considerabiy
amended. The alterations provide for the
constitution of two funds. The first of thess
will be a compensation fund, composed of a
levy on mines for two years of the amounts

required -for the payment of benefits. The
second fund is an insurance fund. Apg]ication

for benefits under it is to be made after two
years from the beginning ‘of the operation of
the Act, the employers contributing on a basis
of 5 per cent. of the miners’ earnings for these
two years and 7% per cent. thereafter. The
employers are empowered to deduct 23 per cent.
from the miners’ earnings.

NEW ZEALAND LEGISLATION.

THE GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAMME,
WELLANGTON, May 30.*

Tho Premier, speaking at Opunake, con-
gratulated the country on its financial position
and prospects generally. Regarding the policy.
of the Government, he announced its intentjon

of repealing the Second Ballot Act and of

substituting & system of preference votes. He

outlined & scheme of social insurance against
illness, iInvolving Government co-operation with
friendly societies, and foreshadowed a re-
constitution of the Arbitration Act, encourage-
ment of the immigration of specially selected
domestic servants, the amendment of the land
tax in the direction of extending exemption for
small farmers, and the widenin

g of the scope of
the graduated tax. It was also proposed to

reduce the limit area of Crown lands that any
person could hold from 640 acres, first class, to
400. A corresponding reduction in the case
of lower grade land would also be made. With
& view to preventing re-aggregation a condition
would be imposed that all freehold Crown lands
should be sold subject to a restriction as to theijr
re-sale only to those not already possessed of
the prescribed limit. Furthermore the Premier
suggested that no person should be allowed to
inherit more than a given area. He proposed
to nationalize the iron industry and to mtroduce
a system of light, railway construction. Increased
attention would be given to the encouragement
of agriculture. A note of caution was sounded
by the Prime Minister on the subject of future
borrowing.

THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

TORONTO, Max 20.
To-day the Duke of Connaught and party

visited the Ontario Agricultural College at
Guelph, where they had luncheon and inspected

the experimental farm and various depart-
ments of the College. Afterwards ths Royal
party went to the prison farm near Guelph,
whore 270 prisoners are now emﬁloyed in field
work under the sole control of fellow-prisoners.
The Duke was greatly impressed with the

appavently successiul results of this unique
experiment. -

THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.
REINSTATEMENT OF STRIKERS.

(FROM OUR OWXN CORRESPONDENT,)

TORONTO, Max 30.
It is announced that Mr. Crothers, the
Minister of Labour, has received an assurance

from the Grand Trunk mana ement that .all
the men who were engaged in the strike of 1910
will now be reinstated. As far as possible they

will be given their old positions. It will be
remembered that there was much friction

between the company and the workm

on over
the failure to re-engage strikers, and that
during the last

Dession of Parliament tho
Government threatened to throw out important

Grand Trunk logislation until the labour dif§-
culty was adjusted,

1 would prove an adeqaate corrective of the defccts
{so much complained of. The real remedy is to b

LORD KITCHENER’S REPORT
-ON EGYPT,.

EFFECT OF THE WAR.

Lord Kitchener's first report as his Majesty’s

finances, administration, and condition of
Egypt and the Sudan in 1911 was issued last
night by the Foreign Office as s White paper
(Cd.6149]. In the introduction to his report
Lord Kitchener, after paying a tribute to the
memory of his predecessor, Sir Eldon Gors, Says
that it gave him great personal pleasure to return
to Egypt, and after an absence of 11 years he
Was in aposition to realize, better perhaps than
those who had been continuously WOrking in

the country, the progress and changes which

had tsken place. Alluding to the effects of
the Turco-Italian war, he SRYS t—

Almost simultaneously with my arrival in Egypt
the whole political situation in the Noar East was
rudely disturbed by the totally unexpected action of
Italy in declaring war against the Turkish Empire
and proceeding to invade Tripoli and Cyrenaiea,
It was not surprising, in view of the geographical
proximity to Egypt of these two districts, {he close
relationship existing between the people of Bengazi
and the Egyptian Arabs, and the bonds of common
religion and ties of trade and commerce, that an
ext{remely warm feeling of sympathy should have been

aroused in this country for the Mahomedan, com-
batants, The excitement

caused by the war was
widespread and deep,

but notwithstanding the
mischievous efforts of some of the more irresponsible
native newspapers, the people of Egypt have dis-
played the most praiseworthy self-restraint, and have
devoted themselves to quite justifiable and generous
efforts to relieve the distress and the suffering enused
by the war, and to the equipment and despatch of

Red Crescent hospitals to succour the wounded.
Egypt was declared neutral, and that necutrality has

4

been strictly maintained by Egyptians, who have thu
shown an admirable devotion to duty, law, and
order, in spite of the intensely sympathetic and
religious feclings raised by the long struggle which
has been going on so close to their fronticr.

I am glad to be able to report that political feeling
in other respects has' Iately been much calmer, and
that the consideration of practical reforms for the

good of the country has apparenily become more

interesting to the majority of the people than dis- |
political questions which are

cussions on abstruse
uniikely fo lead to any useful resul.

PROCRESS OF AGRICULTURE.

Continuing, Lord Kitchener states that
the future dovelopment of the people of Egypt.
depends on improved conditions of agriculture
and educational progress. In this respect the
nowly formed Agricultural Department is
doing its best to-impart instruction to culti.
vators and to overcome the conservative
methods of the fellah. Efforts are also being
made to improve tho cotton seed used by the
poorer classes, and much neceded dramnage

works are to ke carried out as soon as possible.

The expenses incurred by the raising of the
Assuan Dam,

which is to be finished next May,
will be covered many times over by the benefits
accruing from the increased irrigation of the
country.

IKDGCATION.

In speaking of education, the report states :—

In 1910 an important and very interesting experi-
ment was commenced—viz., the handing over of local
cducation to the then recently constituted Provincial
Councils, funds being provided by a percentage on the
land taxes. The Ministry of Education has becn care-
ful not to interfere with the manner in which the
various educational schemes prepared by the Pro-
vincial Councils have been earried out, although it
has been always ready to give advice and assistancoe
when asked to do so. The Councils took up the work
with enthusiasm, and undoubtedly, under thejr super-
vision and control, a great impulse has been given to
cducation. This new departure has introduced g
much-needed elasticity and diversily into tho system
of instruction and has enlarged the field of free educa-
tion, Time and scope must be given to enable {heir
efforts to develop and crystallize, and it is prema-
ture at present to give any definite opinion on the
result while the experiment is still in a somewhat
indeterminate and provisional stage,

. After referring to tho improvements required
In the system of elementary education which
has hitherto prevailed, the report proceeds ;—

What secems most required for progress in this
direction is to evolve the best type of rural school,
adapted to the special practical needs of agricultural
districts, and whenr this has been done we may con-
fidently hope to sec a considerable increase in the
number of boys educated. It must not be forgotten
that any hasty or unthought-out development of
education in rural districts, unless it is carefully
adapted to rural necessitics, may imperil the agricul-
tural interests on which the prosperity of the country
so largely depends. A rural exodus in Egypt would
be an cconomic and social disaster of considerable
magnitude. To avoid this contingency, a half-time
system of education allowing of labour in the ficlds
for the remainder of the day, with bholidays fixed in
accordance with agricultaral necessities, seems the
best solution,

Tre Councin, anxp CourTts,

Lord Kitchener concludes his introduction
to the report on Egypt by referring to the
Legislative Council, the Capitulations, and the
Mixed Tribunals ;—

The Legislative Council has heen working well,
and I think its members are fully imbued with an
earnest desire to improve the condition of the people,
How far, however, owing to the manner of their
clection and thelr numbers in the Council, they
represent effectively the well-considered wishes of
the inhabitants of all classes appears to me to be
open to question and to require careful study,

My predecessors have so often and so fully pointed
out the clog to the progress of Egypt caused by the
Capitulations, that it is almost unticcessary for meo to
refer to this hindrance to the sdvance of the country
imposed by foreign Powers, 1t is hoped that some
alloviation of the tutelago in which the counfry is
still held may be the outcome of a protest made by
Egypt at tho last International Sanitary Congress,
which was wcll received by the experis asscmbled
in Paris.

The condition of the AMixed Tribunals hag attracted
considerable attention of late. 'These Courts, as has
been frecquently pointed out, constitute an imperium
in imperio, and I apprehend that inheront defeets
in the fundamental principles of their organization
are the main causes of recent developinents in the
institution which bave given rise to so muen comment.

Therc can, indeed, be little doubt that these Courts
are no longer adequate to deal satisfactorily yith the
large volume of civil and commercial business which
comes before them, and I hear constant complainty
on this head from the commercial community,
This 1s scarcely surprising, in view of the steady jp-
crease of arrcars during the last few years, both in
the Cairo Tribunal and the Court of Appeal. The
remedy usually suggested for the present unsatis.
factory state of aflairs is very simple, and merely
consists in an increasc in the staff of judges, I am
not, however, mysclf convinced that such an increase
in the existing number of judges as the Egypt.ian
Government could recasonably be asked to maka

sought in the adoption of certain essentinl modificg.
tions in the existing organization of these Courts,
such as an increase in the number of bepches by means
of a reduction in the number of judpges required {o form
a chamber. Unfortunately the difficulty of obtaining
the necessary agrcement of all the Powers to certain

measures of reform proposed by the Government | .

has hitherto proved insurmountable. I greatly fear,
therefore, that in spite of the efforts of the man
capable judges who compose these Courts, _littlo
substantial improvement in their general cfflciency
and output can be looked for under- existing circum-
stances. | .

As regards the Native Tribunaly, considerabla
progress has been made sinee I was last in Egypt.
Tho number of summary Courts has been substantially
increased, and the institution of Merkaz Tribunals
has brought justice very much nearer to the doors
of the people, though in this respect I conmsider a
Turther cxicnsion might be made. The work Is un-
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doubtedly heavy, but the arrears are nowhere large,
and justice is in gencrnl administered by the native
judges  with eflicicncy and despatch. Indeed, it
{requently bappens that forcigners assign their claimg
to natives in order to' get them dealt with rapidly in
the Native Courts. Though I am glad thus to be
able to record a great advance in the morale and
capacity of tho native judiciary, there should be no
relaxation in the cfforte of all concerned to jnspire
among the whole community implicit confidence in
the administration of justice by the native ma gistrates,

{I‘fm FINANCIAL S1ITUATION.

In desling with the financial situation of
Igypt the report reproduces at some length
some remarks of Sir Paul Harvey, the Financial
Adviser toi the Khedive, included in his Note
on the Budget of 1912, the substance of which
wes furnished to us by our Cairo Correspondent
and published in The Times of J anuary 3.
Lord Kitchener states that he entirely concurs
with the Financial Adviser’s statement of the
satisiactory features of the situation, which, he
adds, * are in great measure due to the prudent
economies ‘realized in past years, and which
reflect the greatest eredit on the wise and careful
administration of the resources of the country
by Sir Paul Harvey.” )

The accounts for 1911 were published in March
end o brief summary of their results appeared
In The Times of March 12. The total revenue
for the yedr was £E16,793,000, and the expen-
diture £E14,872,000, leaving a surplus of
£E1,921,000. The revenue exceeded that for
1810 by £ES827,000, and was greater by
£1425,000 than that for 1907, in which year
the highest revenue previously recorded was
collected. A saving of £E128,000 was offected
in the actual as compared with the estimated
expenditure,

| - THE EcypTiavy ArMy., -

After various sections dealine with the
Departments of Agriculture, Public Works,
Education, Interior, Public Health, and Justice,

the report, so far as Lgypt is concerned, con.
cludes with a short review of the military

situation :—-

In all the operations carried out during the year
the Army has borne itself with credit, and shown
that it is thoroughly eflicient in every respect. |

In Egypt the military situation remains unchanged.

The distribution of tle available trecops in the
Sudan is determined by the desirc to concenfrate
in suitable stations, whence striking forces can be
speedily despatched to any threatenced locality, and
at the same time to guard the extensive frontiers
from any hostile raids or invasion. |

Operations are in progress against the Beir tribe,
who had been cngaged in comtinual raids on tho
Dinkas.

With a view to checking the arms traffic, it hag
been decided to occupy the country from Sobat to
Uganda along the Abyssinian frontier. |

A beginning has been made with the formation of
o locally enlisted force in Mongulla for service in that

provinee only, and it is hoped to extend this system
to Babr-cl-Ghazal, '

THE SUDAN.

In the introduction. to his report on the
Sudan Lord Kitchener calls attention to the
visit of the King and Queen in J anuary, and
the effect which it has exercised on the tribes :—

It js impossible to ovor-cstimate tho excellent
eficet which this visit bas produced throughout the
country. 1t has succeeded in bringing home to tho
peoplo tho great interest which his Majesty the King
takes in their welfare, while many of them have had
the satisfaction of secing his Majesty in person.  Aftep
the departurc of their Majosties the Sheikhs and
notables assembled at Khartum to discuss the afiaing
of the Sudan with Government officials, and it was
very evident {rom their conversation how greatly

they had been impressed by all they had scen and
heard.

Lord Kitchener goes on to state that the exe
periments in cotton growing in the Sudan have
been completely successful. The opening up of
this new field of enterprise leads to the Con-
sideration of population. Before the Dorvish,
conquest the number of inhabitants amounted
to about nine millions. The rule of tho Mahdj
and - his successor reduced this, however, to
two millions. Under British rule the numbers
have already increased to three millions wkich,
it is expected, will be doubled in the next five
years. The prosperity of the inhabitants has
increased by leaps and bounds, and to-day it

may be said that there is hardly a poor man
in the Sudan.

A surplus of £E148,000
Is anticipated on the ordinary revenue.

YRONTIER AFFAIRS.

Lord Kitchener then proceeds to desl coms.
prehensively with all the various branches of
mternal = administration, and an interestin 2
section on frontier aoffairs is added. In
speaking of the Abyssinian frontier the report
Says (— :

The eastern {fromtier districts have been come
paratively undisturbed. As a result

been prevalent in past vears.

On the southern frontier the position. is less salis.
factory. During the year thero were four armed
raids on a large scale by the Anuaks, and the Sudan,
Government are now organizing a force to be de-
spatched to the disturbed region in order to restoro
tranquillity. 1f there is to be any hope of putting an
end to the Anuak raids, the Abyssinian Government;
will have fo co-operate with the Sudan authoritics
in procuring either a general disarmament of the
Anuak tribe or in introducing some measure for the
ropression of the arms traffic in Abyssinia, which 13
dircctly responsible for the present disturbanees.

After mentioning that most cordial relations
exist between the officials of the Sudsan Govern-
ment and those of the Belgian Congo, Eritrea,
and the French Congo, the report proceeds to
deal in the following terms with the question
of arms traffic :—

The Sudan Government have shown great actiﬁt}
in dealing with the question of arms trafiic. The
aim of the Government is to confine the possession gf
o rifle, with g strictly limited supply of ammunition,
to a fcw of the most Ioyal and influential chiefs, and
lo disarm the remainder of the natives. North of
latitude 13deg. this policy has been parfially realized,
South of this latitude, although much progress has
been made,  complete disarmament must await the
development of administrative control. An ime
portant factor in suppressing the {rade bas been the
order, promulgated in July, adding sulphur to the list
of articles whose import into the Sudan is prohibited.
The desert barrier of the Northern Sudan, the rigid
precautions faken at the Nile and Red Sea ports, and
the presence of the French and Belgians on thao
western and: southern frontiers, as of the British in
Uganda and East Africa, are factors which should
enable the Sudan authorities to deal thoroughly with
this trafiic, which is the chicf obstacle to the extension
of civilization and tranquillity. On the eastern,
fronticr ‘alonc a situation cxists which gives cause fop
serious apprchension.  Constant patrolling of t)e
{ronticr, however, has done much to regulato the evil,
though the inability of the Abyssinizn Governnent
to 'oxercise (any control, cspeclally in the Anuals
region, has had a most disastrous effect. In 1his
district the| Anuak armed raids have resulted in
desperate cfforts being made by their Nuer vietims

lo obtein rifles at any cost, and smuggling is rife.

The Sudan ';Goverm:nc:nt. arc condeavouring to deal
with this situation by arresting the Galla parties who
are trading rifles for ivory with the Nuers, and by
diverting into authorized channels the extensive ivory
trade which is the direct cause of tho Anuak raids. |

It is, howover, evident that nothing short of thae
cstablishment of a strong and capable administration
of the Anuak country and Galla districts near tho
fronticer can be of much cffect in putting an end to the
present state of affairs,

CANADA AXD THE EMpme.—The Hon. Georgo E,
Foster, Minister of Trade and Commerce, Canada,
will deliver ian- address, under tho auspices of the

¥ ] Boyal Colonial Institute on Canada and the Empire,

at o City luncheon, to bo held at the Fishmongers
Hall on %’Vedpesdw.. June 12, The chair will ho t Len
by Lord Grey, president of the Royal Colonial Insti«
tute. . i

'ForrroN CoNsULS 1IN LoNDON~—At the annugl
eneral mecting of the Assocjation of Foreign Consulg
Fn London, the following clections took place fop
1912-1013 :~~President, Mr. John L, Griffith
General for (ho United States), Vice-President, M,
Arthur  Screna (Consul-General for San Marino),

treasurer, Sir John Roper Parkington (Consul-General

hﬂnn mmmy: Mri J- Jn Bt‘vridi
LCCCCle |
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(Consul.




